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Review: Redford, Pitt are winners in
‘Spy Game’

Fri, Nov 23, 2001 (9:16 a.m.)

Geoff Carter's movie reviews appear Fridays in the Sun and vegas.com. Reach him at
geoff.carter@vegas.com.

'Spy Games'

Grade: ***

Starring: Brad Pitt, Robert Redford and Catherine McCormack.
Screenplay: Michael Frost Beckner and David Arata.

Director: Tony Scott.

Rated: R for language, some violence and brief sexuality.
Running time: 123 minutes.

Playing at: UA Green Valley Cinemas, UA Showcase 8, UA Rainbow Promenade 10, Century Orleans,
Century Cinedome 12 Henderson, Rancho Santa Fe 16, Las Vegas Drive-in, Century Sam's Town, Regal
Cinemas Colonnade 14, Regal Cinemas Texas Station 18, Regal Cinemas Village Square 18.

Most of "Spy Game" unfolds through flashbacks. Movies that have already happened are generally
difficult to trust -- the truth can be bent into an infinite number of balloon animals before you see it for
yourself. He's Keyser Soze, you are Tyler Durden, Soylent Green is People.

"Spy Game," as directed by Tony Scott, attempts nothing that grandiose. Instead we see men go back on
their word -- to each other, to themselves. We touch on the American espionage community's greatest
hits -- Vietnam, Beirut, China. We see that the CIA is kind of an awful place to work. And most
importantly, we see Robert Redford, perhaps for the first time, playing a character that's truly past his
prime.

Redford plays Nathan Muir, a retiring CIA dirty trickster who calls agents "assets" and suggests they're
not always worth keeping: "Save some money to retire someplace warm," he tells a young protege, Tom
Bishop (Brad Pitt). "And do not touch it. If it comes down between you and an asset, send flowers."

Yet even as we see this conversation in a flashback, Redford's axiom is already being challenged: Pitt has
been taken in an attempted raid on a Chinese prison. The Agency wants to cut Pitt loose -- his plight is
endangering trade talks -- and Redford, working his last day on the job, has to think fast and hard to save
him.

It's Redford's finest performance in recent years. The jaded operative uses all of Redford's trademarks to
his advantage -- that winning smile, his quiet burn, and the ability to invest such innocuous phrases as
"Aw, c'mon, guys" with cheerful malfeasance. The wheels in his head are spinning so quickly, you wonder
why his trademark hair wedge doesn't have skidmarks across it. You almost pity the young, arrogant jerks
who try to trip him up.

Pitt does all right in the face of such veteran skill. Pitt's Bishop (it's no accident he's named for a chess

piece) is cocky, cool, and most importantly, quiet. Pitt usually has difficulty getting a handle on roles like
this; his best roles to date called for him to be some sort of demented motormouth (12 Monkeys," "Fight
Club™), and when he quiets down, his expression defaults to that of a stoned surf brat. In "Spy Game," he

http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2001/nov/23/review-redford-pitt-are-winners-in-spy-game/[12/1/2008 1:34:50 PM]

BLOGS

SHARE

TOPICS

~ ROOMS. SHOWS. |
TOURS, AND MOR

v
. -

L
v

ALLOF VEGAS
IN ONE PLACE.

\

POLITICS

JOBS

| [[searen |

-

.COMm. d

’i' DO i}EGAs‘mGHT'h.'
¢ - il

BOOK YOUR VEGAS VACATION NOW!

_\ MOST READ | \ DISCUSSED || MOST E-MAILED |

NooahroDdNPR

IRS’ tip deal riles Culinary

Once a waitress, now just waiting
Graduates’ burden: Student-loan payments
Tone of card-check support shifts
Kentucky takes Las Vegas Invitational crown
Palo Verde pounds Las Vegas High

among highest in the nation

© ®

A hip homage to history

Nevada’s rate of default on college loans

Rebels fall at home on consecutive days for
first time in 28 seasons

10. Sanford safe for ‘09, will meet with Hamrick

this week

BLOGS

POLITICS: THE EARLY
LINE

Auto industry bailout
(redux), Internet
gaming, and economic
stimulus in Nevada (1
Comment)

3 hours, 32 minutes ago

SPORTS: UPON FURTHER
REVIEW

Kentucky wins LV
Invite
1 day, 15 hours ago

SPORTS: UNLV

Sanford safe for '09,
will meet with
Hamrick this week (4
Comments)

1 day, 20 hours ago

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
SCENE

Texas-bound Bradley
helps Findlay rout

Centennial, 96-35
1 day, 22 hours ago

4A State semifinals
breakdown

COMPLETE LISTING



http://www.lasvegassun.com/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3789/0/0/%2a/r;44306;0-0;0;27030442;21-88/31;0/0/0;;~sscs=%3f
http://store.vegas.com/tracking/click.jsp?aid=118&pid_d=RON&asc=sparkly_300x250&fwd=/index.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/mostpopular
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/early-line/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/early-line/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/early-line/2008/dec/01/auto-industry-bailout-redux-internet-gaming-and-ec/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/early-line/2008/dec/01/auto-industry-bailout-redux-internet-gaming-and-ec/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/early-line/2008/dec/01/auto-industry-bailout-redux-internet-gaming-and-ec/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/early-line/2008/dec/01/auto-industry-bailout-redux-internet-gaming-and-ec/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/early-line/2008/dec/01/auto-industry-bailout-redux-internet-gaming-and-ec/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/early-line/2008/dec/01/auto-industry-bailout-redux-internet-gaming-and-ec/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/sports/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/sports/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/sports/2008/nov/29/kentucky-wins-lv-invite/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/sports/2008/nov/29/kentucky-wins-lv-invite/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/sports-unlv/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/sports-unlv/2008/nov/29/sanford-safe-09-will-meet-hamrick-week/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/sports-unlv/2008/nov/29/sanford-safe-09-will-meet-hamrick-week/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/sports-unlv/2008/nov/29/sanford-safe-09-will-meet-hamrick-week/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/sports-unlv/2008/nov/29/sanford-safe-09-will-meet-hamrick-week/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/sports-unlv/2008/nov/29/sanford-safe-09-will-meet-hamrick-week/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/high-school-sports-scene/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/high-school-sports-scene/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/high-school-sports-scene/2008/nov/29/texas-bound-bradley-helps-findlay-rout-centennial-/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/high-school-sports-scene/2008/nov/29/texas-bound-bradley-helps-findlay-rout-centennial-/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/high-school-sports-scene/2008/nov/29/texas-bound-bradley-helps-findlay-rout-centennial-/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/high-school-sports-scene/2008/nov/28/4a-state-semifinals-breakdown/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/high-school-sports-scene/2008/nov/28/4a-state-semifinals-breakdown/

http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/ae/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/opinion
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/sports
http://www.lasvegassun.com/multimedia/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/events/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/topics/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/politics/
http://jobs.lasvegassun.com/
javascript:printPage()
javascript:printPage()
http://www.lasvegassun.com/mailfriend/72/470371/24d6bdfee7/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/mailfriend/72/470371/24d6bdfee7/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2008/nov/30/irs-tip-deal-riles-culinary/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2008/nov/30/once-waitress-now-just-waiting/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2008/nov/30/graduates-burden-student-loan-payments/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2008/nov/30/tone-card-check-support-shifts/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2008/nov/30/kentucky-takes-las-vegas-invitational-crown/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2008/nov/29/palo-verde-pounds-las-vegas/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2008/nov/30/nevadas-rate-default-college-loans-among-highest-n/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2008/nov/30/nevadas-rate-default-college-loans-among-highest-n/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2008/nov/30/hip-homage-history/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2008/nov/30/rebels-fall-consecutive-days-home/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2008/nov/30/rebels-fall-consecutive-days-home/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/sports-unlv/2008/nov/29/sanford-safe-09-will-meet-hamrick-week/
http://www.lasvegassun.com/blogs/sports-unlv/2008/nov/29/sanford-safe-09-will-meet-hamrick-week/

Review: Redford, Pitt are winners in 'Spy Game' - Las Vegas Sun
finally gets it right -- the fear, amusement and pain all come across. 2 days, 19 hours ago
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